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Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicant(s) duty of disclosure, the information listed in the attached 
form PTO/SB/08A is brought to the attention of the Examiner. Copies of the foreign references 
are attached hereto. 

The following non-English foreign references were cited for the following 

reasons: 

German document No. 1 057 729 was cited to show an instrument configured to 
perform an end-to-end anastomosis. See FIG. 3. 

DE 3301713 Al is cited to show an instrument configured to effect end-to-end 
anastomosis which appears to include an anvil and cartridge assembly. See FIG. 1. 
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Dated: October 27. 2005 CX^^cJ^jlAs^ 

Christopher G. Trainor 
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French document Nos. 1.588.250 and 2.443.239 were cited to show a circular 
anastomosis instrument which appears to include an annular knife. 

Netherlands document No. 7 711 347 is cited to show a circular anastomosis 
instrument which appears to include a staple cartridge having rectangular staple pockets with 
recesses for frictionally retaining a staple therein. 

The citation of the listed items is not a representation that they constitute a 
complete or exhaustive listing of the relevant art or that the references are prior art. 
The items listed are submitted in good faith, but are not intended to substitute for the 
Examiner's search. It is hoped, however, that in addition to apprising the Examiner of these 
particular items, they will assist in identifying fields of search and in making as full and 
complete a search as possible. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement is not an admission that the 

information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 

37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). To the best of Applicant(s) knowledge, this information disclosure 

statement is being filed before the date of mailing of a first Office Action on the merits in 

connection with this case. 

[X] Please charge any deficiency as well as any other fee(s) which may 

become due under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 and/or §1.17 at any time during the 
pendency of this application, or credit any overpayment of such fee(s) to 
Deposit Account 21-0550 . Also, in the event any extensions of time for 
responding and/or a petition under 37 C.F.R. §L17(i)(i) are required for 
the pending application(s), please treat this paper as a petition to extend 
the time and/or enter this Information Disclosure Statement as required 
and charge Deposit Account No. 21-0550 therefor. TWO (2) COPIES 
OF THIS SHEET ARE ENCLOSED. 
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The claims of this application as now presented are believed to patentably 
distinguish over the prior art and to be in condition for allowance. Early and favorable 
consideration of this application is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher G. Trainor 
Reg. No. 39,517 
Attorney for Applicants 

CARTER, DELUCA, FARRELL & 

SCHMIDT, LLP 
445 Broad Hollow Road, Suite 225 
Melville, New York 1 1 747 
Tel (631)501-5700 
Fax (631)501-3526 

Correspondence Address: 

Chief Patent Counsel 

U.S. Surgical, a Division of 

Tyco Healthcare Group, LP 

150 Glover Avenue 

Norwalk,CT 06856 

Tel: (203) 845-1 000/Fax: (203) 845-4266 
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